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 Summary


Granite

Extraordinary climbing on alpine granite of all grades on everything from boulders through single pitch crags to multi day aid affairs on the North Wall of the gorge.










 Description






Mount Buffalo consists of both a large gorge and an alpine plateau.


For those staying for long periods at Mt Buffalo, there is Telstra reception throughout the majority of the national park, but limited Optus coverage found at the carpark for the Gorge and the Horn.










 Approach




Varies from short to long, flat to steep walk ins or abseil approaches both short and long.










 Where to stay


Paid camping is available at Lake Catani between November and April on the plateau and can be booked online (https://www.parks.vic.gov.au/places-to-see/parks/mount-buffalo-national-park/where-to-stay/lake-catani-campground) or over the phone via Parks Victoria. Beware, the campground is quite expensive at $27/night per site.  Of course you can also bivvy on the walls of the gorge during multi day ascents, or just for the fun of it. Remember to note your intentions in the climbers log at the Park Info shelter near Bents Lookout. 


Free remote camping is available on the Plateau at Rocky Creek and Mt. McLeod via several km walks. 


Free camp sites are available in State Forest in the nearby Buckland Valley as well as other nearby forests.










 Ethic



Climbing here varies from trad climbing, mainly up obvious lines and features, to sport climbing up slabs and sections of rock impossible to protect with natural gear. Of course, there are lots of climbs protected with a mixture of trad gear augmented with occasional bolt runners. Given that the trad ethic is still strong here, and the continuing need to minimize our environmental climbing  'footprint', please avoid unilateral decisions to retro-bolt and be restrained in using fixed protection when establishing new routes.










 History


 History timeline chart

Early Aboriginal history regarding Mt Buffalo is somewhat sketchy but the Yiatmathang and Minjambuta mobs regularly trekked up to the plateau in the warmer months to harvest Bogong moths.


The first non-Aboriginal sighting was made in 1824 by the explorers Hume and Hovell. In 1853 it was climbed by botanists von Mueller and Dallachy. 


In 1898, 1,166 ha were declared as a temporary national park. This was expanded by 9,356 ha in 1908 when the road to the plateau was opened. 


In 1910 The Chalet was built, along with the dam wall that created Lake Catani. The first ski tows were built in 1936. 


Rock climbing started in the 1930's with a few routes at The Cathedral and the Wall of China though records are almost non- existent. During the late '40s and '50s several visits were made by Melbourne University Mountaineering Club groups. 


Geoff Shaw established climbs at The Cathedral in 1959 and 1961. Not much of note happened until a very young John Ewbank visited for the first time and claimed the first true ascent of The Cathedral pinnacle with Maharajah with a number of aids. He would return in 1968 to claim the first free ascent of the line as well. 


*Based on the 2006 Mt Buffalo guide by Lindorff & Murray.
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  Name

  Style

  
    Routes

    Ticks

    Height

    Grades

    

    

  




  1

  Eurobin Falls
    crag
  

  
 Rock climbing,  Trad climbing and   Sport climbing

  
    17

    68

    92m

    




    2    

    

  




  2

  Mackeys Lookout
    crag
  

  
 Trad climbing,  Rock climbing and   Sport climbing

  
    21

    162

    240m

    




    5    

    

  




  3

  Mt McLeod
    crag
  

  
 Mostly Rock climbing

  
    21

    7

    160m

    




        

    

  




  4

  The Gorge - South Side
    crag
  

  
 Rock climbing,  Trad climbing and other styles

  
    216

    1,652

    52m

    




    29    

    

  




  5

  The Gorge - North Side
    crag
  

  
 Rock climbing,  Aid climbing and other styles

  
    102

    385

    110m

    




    11    

    

  




  6

  Reservoir Environs
    crag
  

  
 Trad climbing,  Rock climbing and other styles

  
    30

    36

    22m

    




    9    

    

  




  7

  Lake Catani
    crag
  

  
 Rock climbing,  Trad climbing and other styles

  
    74

    537

    23m

    




    13    

    

  




  8

  Le Souef Plateau
    crag
  

  
 Rock climbing,  Trad climbing and   Sport climbing

  
    53

    421

    22m

    




    6    

    

  




  9

  The Cathedral
    area
  

  
 Trad climbing,  Rock climbing and   Sport climbing

  
    68

    974

    34m

    




    10    

    

  




  10

  The Hump Area
    crag
  

  
 Trad climbing,  Rock climbing and other styles

  
    78

    576

    38m

    




    7    

    

  




  11

  Buckland Slabs
    crag
  

  
 All Rock climbing

  
    24

    12

    57m

    




        

    

  




  12

  Tatra Inn
    crag
  

  
 Rock climbing,  Trad climbing and   Sport climbing

  
    25

    0

    27m

    




        

    

  




  13

  The Back Wall Area
    crag
  

  
 Rock climbing,  Aid climbing and   Trad climbing

  
    36

    21

    110m

    




        

    

  




  14

  The Horn Area
    crag
  

  
 Trad climbing,  Rock climbing and other styles

  
    104

    2,162

    22m

    




    19    

    

  




  15

  Washout Wall
    crag
  

  
 All Rock climbing

  
    1

    0

    30m

    




        

    

  




  16

  Cresta Valley
    boulder field
  

  
 All Bouldering

  
    3

    0

    

    




    2    

    

  

















    








Did you know?

Did you know that you can create an account to record, track and share your climbing ascents? Thousands of climbers are already doing this.
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            Mt Buffalo - A Rock Climbers Guide

         
    

    
        
    

    
    Author(s): Simon Murray and Kevin Lindorff

    Date: 2006

    
        "The Mt Buffalo - A rock climbers guide is the definitive climbing guide book for the granite wonderland of Mt Buffalo. This area is for adventure climbing and for those that love the higher mountain landscapes and rock formations that are unique to the area. Mt Buffalo offers both single and multi-pitch climbs and mainly uses trad gear for protection but there is the odd sport climb around for those that only want to clip bolts. 


The Mt Buffalo - A rock climbers guide is the definitive climbing guide book for the granite wonderland of Mt Buffalo. This area is for adventure climbing and for those that love the higher mountain landscapes and rock formations that are unique to the area. Mt Buffalo offers both single and multi-pitch climbs and mainly uses trad gear for protection but there is the odd sport climb around for those that only want to clip bolts. This 234 page guide is the most comprehensive guide for Mt Buffalo and even though being the 5th edition released in 2006, is the latest version."
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            RockGUIDE: Victoria

         
    

    
        
    

    
    Author(s): Chris Baxter & Glenn Tempest

    Date: 1994

    ISBN: 0646167308

    
        A Guide to selected rockclimbs at Mt Arapiles,the Grampians and Mt Buffalo


    


    

    

  
    Buy
    

    	

amzn.to



  

ⓘ



    





      
        
            

            Sublimb Climbs 

         
    

    
        
    

    
    Author(s): Lindorff, Goding & Hodgson

    Date: 2011

    ISBN: 9780646529387

    
        Get ready to fully experience the rock climbing scene in Victoria with Sublime Climbs, a comprehensive guidebook authored by Kevin Lindorff, Josef Goding, and Jarrod Hodgson. This full-color, 380-page book covers the best climbing locations in the region, including Mt Arapiles, Mt Buffalo, and the Grampians. It features descriptions of over 700 routes, topographic maps, and breathtaking images. Whether you're a seasoned pro or new to the sport, Sublime Climbs has everything you need to make the most of your climbing experience in Victoria and experience all of it's classic routes.
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Nearby Icons




		10 M4	★★★ Ozymandias Direct	
		14 M4	★★★ Ozymandias Original	
		16	★★★ The Pintle Left Hand Variant	
		17	★★★ Where Angels Fear to Tread	
		18	★★★ The Initiation	
		20	★★★ Peroxide Blonde	
		21 M6	★★★ She	
		22 M1	★★★ Hard Rain	
		25	★★★ El Supremo	
		28	★★★ Ozymandias Direct (free version)	
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          Check out what is happening in Mount Buffalo.
          
            
Get a detailed insight with a timeline showing


	Ticks by climbers like you
	Discussions of the community
	Updates to the index by our users
	and many more things. 



Login to see the timeline!
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